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the ongoing suffering of people who had
no access to prostheses or wheelchairs,
he founded VNAH. Since then, VNAH
has carried out successful projects in
multiple provinces and was instru-
mental in working with the Viet-
namese authorities to write Vietnam’s
disabilities law, the first of its kind in
the country.

Ca became a good friend to me and
my wife Marcelle and to my staff. We
have visited VNAH’s projects in Viet-
nam, which now assist victims of
Agent Orange as well as injured sur-
vivors of UXO accidents. The difference
that Ca and VNAH’s superb Viet-
namese staff have made in the lives of
the severely disabled and their families
cannot be adequately described in
words. People who lost one or both
legs, who were crawling on the ground
for years, finally received an artificial
limb or wheelchair and their dignity
restored. Parents, children, and sib-
lings with cognitive and physical dis-
abilities so severe they cannot speak,
walk, sit up, feed, or clean themselves
now have better care.

In recent years, Ca has had to cope
with his own health challenges due to
separate motor vehicle accidents both
of which were due entirely to the neg-
ligence of other drivers. At one point,
his own mobility was limited to a
wheelchair. Yet as soon as he was phys-
ically able and Vietnam relaxed its
COVID restrictions, Ca went back
there to explore ways to expand
VNAH'’s activities.

Ca has been an inspiration to me and
to countless others in this country and
in Vietnam. He overcame immense
challenges as a refugee, and when he
was financially able, he devoted his life
to helping others far less fortunate. Al-
though originally from the south,
through sheer perseverance and dedica-
tion to helping others, he overcame the
suspicions of the authorities in Hanoi.
It is in no small measure thanks to Ca
Van Tran and VNAH that the Leahy
War Victims Fund became what it is
today.

As I prepare to retire after 48 years
in the Senate, I want other Members of
Congress to know about Ca Van Tran.
He is an exceptional example of the
life-changing difference that one com-
passionate, dedicated person has made
to overcome some of the painful leg-
acies of the war in Vietnam.

RECOGNIZING THE 90TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF WORLD LEARNING

Mr. LEAHY. Madam President, I rise
today to celebrate the 90th anniversary
of World Learning, a nonprofit organi-
zation based in Brattleboro, VT, that is
dedicated to building stronger human
connections through people-to-people
exchanges, international education,
and global development programs.

World Learning is more than
Vermont’s window to the world; it is
its door. Its history is deeply rooted in
the Green Mountains of southern
Vermont. The organization is guided
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by our State’s values of tolerance and
interest in the world, living a purpose-
ful life through serving others, and
building communities by welcoming
newcomers with empathy and dignity.

I am proud that World Learning’s im-
pact extends well beyond Vermont.
World Learning through its School for
International Training—SIT—admin-
isters more than 90 development pro-
grams in over 30 countries, teaching
English to refugees, expanding STEM
training opportunities, and increasing
job opportunities for young adults from
all backgrounds. World Learning’s
youth, academic, and professional ex-
changes bring over 2,000 emerging lead-
ers annually to the U.S. from nearly
160 countries for degree and nondegree
programs and professional development
and networking opportunities. These
programs build enduring ties between
future leaders and their U.S. host com-
munities and place American culture
and values front and center.

In 1932, World Learning—at that time
known as the Experiment in Inter-
national Living—established the first
program in the country to enable
young Americans to study abroad and
engage in intercultural communica-
tion. Through the Experiment, stu-
dents first lived in the homes of fami-
lies from the countries where they
studied. The then-radical idea, of the
“home stay,” as the Experiment’s
founder Dr. Donald Watt put it, is how
people would ‘‘learn to live together by
living together.”

In the immediate aftermath of World
War II, the Experiment sent young
Americans across the Atlantic to West-
ern Europe as peacemakers to assist in
rebuilding war-ravaged communities
across the continent. These young
Americans became our Nation’s first
generation engaged in international
community service and international
volunteerism.

At the height of the Cold War, Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy asked young
Americans to serve their country in
the Peace Corps and build human con-
nections and a greater understanding
between nations and people. The Exper-
iment was the inspiration behind the
vision of international service by Ken-
nedy and Sargent Shriver, the first
Peace Corps Director. Shriver was a
participant in the Experiment, trav-
eling to Germany and Austria in 1934,
and then leading other youth groups
for the organization in 1936 and 1939. In
1964, another prominent innovator, Dr.
John A. Wallace, founded SIT, an ex-
tension of the Experiment, and di-
rected SIT until 1978. Jack was a good
friend whose leadership at SIT built on
the Experiment platform with pro-
grams that sent thousands of young
learners around the world. Over time,
World Learning has helped design and
launch nearly 70 Peace Corps projects
and train volunteers for service in
more than 30 countries.

The Experiment also rose to the chal-
lenge of supporting the U.S. State De-
partment in the largest refugee train-
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ing and resettlement program in his-
tory, assisting more than 250,000 South
East Asian refugees at processing cen-
ters in Thailand and Indonesia. They
led skills assessments, English lan-
guage instruction, and cultural ori-
entation training. They demonstrated
once again the organization’s steadfast
commitment to building human con-
nections, healthy communities, and
peace.

That commitment continues today,
at World Learning’s headquarters in
the town of Brattleboro, where they
welcome refugees and support their in-
tegration into communities around
southern Vermont. As the first stop in
Vermont for newcomers from Afghani-
stan, Ukraine, and elsewhere, World
Learning brings together staff, faculty,
alumni, and neighbors to offer lan-
guage, cultural orientation, and friend-
ship in a program that is a national
model for effective refugee integration.

I have covered a lot of history in
these remarks. That is to be expected
when one speaks about World Learning
and its many contributions over the
past 90 years. This is a time when the
world needs what World Learning of-
fers and does best. Many of the chal-
lenges we face in my State of Vermont
are the same challenges seen in towns
and provinces in countries around the
world, such as climate change, reset-
tling refugees, combatting infectious
diseases, protecting democracy, and
the list goes on.

I am just one of many Vermonters
who takes immense pride in World
Learning’s history of bringing people
together to develop innovative solu-
tions to shared challenges and to rec-
ognize our common humanity. I thank
World Learning—its staff and faculty,
alumni, and participants—for their
achievements and important ongoing
efforts.

————
VOTE EXPLANATION

Mr. MERKLEY. Madam President, on
December 12, 2022, I missed rollcall
vote No. 387, confirmation of Tamika
R. Montgomery-Reeves, of Delaware, to
be United States Circuit Judge for the
Third Circuit due to my attendance at
an event back home in Oregon that re-
quired me to fly back on a later flight.
Had I been in attendance, I would have
voted yea.

An expert in corporate law during
her time as a corporate litigator in pri-
vate practice, Justice Montgomery-
Reeves has served as a Delaware State
court judge since 2015. She has blazed a
trail as the first Black woman to serve
on both the Delaware Supreme Court
and Delaware Court of Chancery. A ju-
rist who has earned a reputation for
fairness, consideration, and consensus-
building, Justice Montgomery-Reeves
has participated in thousands of deci-
sions and authored more than 300 opin-
ions since joining the bench.

Justice Tamika R. Montgomery-
Reeves is imminently qualified and
will do an exemplary job for the people
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of Delaware and the people of the
United States on the Third Circuit
Court of Appeals.

———
TRIBUTE TO CHESNA FOORD

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Madam President,
I rise today to recognize and give
thanks to one of the hardest working
and most integral members of my
team, Ms. Chesna Foord. Chesna has
been my director of scheduling for 6
years and has spent nearly a decade in
my offices in Washington, DC, and in
San Francisco.

Every Member of this Senate knows
the importance of their scheduler, and
Chesna has been a 10. She is the first
person I call in the morning and often
the last person I check with at night.
She gets me where I need to be and en-
sures that I am prepared when I get
there, but she also has developed a
sixth sense for what needs to be done
and pitfalls to avoid. And I am forever
grateful that she does it all with
unflappable patience and good cheer. I
am pleased to have her not just on my
staff, but as a friend.

As a Senator, I have the pleasure of
seeing young people come into public
service and, in some cases, flourish in
the environment. Chesna is one of
those people.

She joined my San Francisco office
as an intern shortly after graduating
from the University of Puget Sound.
After distinguishing herself there,
Chesna moved across country to intern
in my Washington, DC, office and was
promoted to staff assistant and then to
deputy scheduler.

But it has been over the past 6 years
as director of scheduling that I have
gotten to know Chesna and watched
her grow in skill, in communication, in
leadership, and into the woman I now
get to see day in and day out.

She has been here with me through
good times and bad and has helped me
get through impeachments and Su-
preme Court confirmations, vote-a-
ramas and insurrection. And I will be
always be thankful for her help with
arrangements and support when my
husband passed away earlier this year.

I am sad to see Chesna leave, but I
understand that the lure of the West
Coast and personal ties are calling
Chesna back home to California.
Thankfully, Chesna will remain on the
team, as a field representative in my
Los Angeles office.

And so, on behalf of this grateful
Senator, I thank Chesna Foord for her
friendship and her forbearance, and
thank her for her years of excellent
and caring service.

———

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 11:17 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bill, without amendment:

S. 314. An act to repeal the Klamath Tribe
Judgment Fund Act.
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The message also announced that the
House has passed the following bills, in
which it requests the concurrence of
the Senate:

H.R. 2551. An act to designate and adjust
certain lands in the State of Utah as compo-
nents of the National Wilderness Preserva-
tion System, and for other purposes.

H.R. 5715. An act to reauthorize the Morris
K. Udall and Stewart L. Udall Trust Fund,
and for other purposes.

H.R. 5949. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 615 North Bush Street, in Santa Ana, Cali-
fornia, as the ‘‘Judge James Perez Post Of-
fice”.

H.R. 6042. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 213 William Hilton Parkway in Hilton
Head Island, South Carolina, as the ‘‘Caesar
H. Wright Jr. Post Office Building”’.

H.R. 6472. An act to amend the Red River
National Wildlife Refuge Act to modify the
boundary of the Red River National Wildlife
Refuge, and for other purposes.

H.R. 7082. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 2200 North George Mason Drive in Arling-
ton, Virginia, as the ‘‘Jesus Antonio Collazos
Post Office Building”’.

H.R. 7496. An act to direct the Secretary of
the Interior to install a plaque at the peak of
Ram Head in the Virgin Islands National
Park on St. John, United States Virgin Is-
lands, to commemorate the slave rebellion
that began on St. John in 1733.

H.R. 7514. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 345 South Main Street in Butler, Pennsyl-
vania, as the ‘“Andrew Gomer Williams Post
Office Building”’.

H.R. 7519. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 2050 South Boulevard in Bloomfield Town-
ship, Michigan, as the ‘“Dr. Ezra S. Parke
Post Office Building”’.

H.R. 7638. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 6000 South Florida Avenue in Lakeland,
Florida, as the ‘““U.S. Marine Corporal Ron-
ald R. Payne Jr. Post Office”.

H.R. 7873. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 400 Southern Avenue Southeast in Wash-
ington, District of Columbia, as the ‘‘Dis-
trict of Columbia Servicemembers and Vet-
erans Post Office’.

H.R. 7952. An act to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to issue a right-of-way
permit with respect to a natural gas dis-
tribution pipeline within Valley Forge Na-
tional Historic Park, and for other purposes.

H.R. 7988. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 79125 Corporate Centre Drive in La
Quinta, California, as the ‘“‘Corporal Hunter
Lopez Memorial Post Office Building”’.

H.R. 8026. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 825 West 656th Street in Minneapolis, Min-
nesota, as the ‘‘Charles W. Lindberg Post Of-
fice”.

H.R. 8226. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 236 Concord Exchange North in South
Saint Paul, Minnesota, as the ‘‘Officer Leo
Pavlak Post Office Building”’.

H.R. 8622. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 123 South 3rd Street in King City, Cali-
fornia, as the ‘‘Chief Rudy Banuelos Post Of-
fice”.

H.R. 9074. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 333 North Sunrise Way in Palm Springs,
California, as the ‘“Chairman Richard
Milanovich Post Office™.
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The message further announced that
the House passed the following bill,
with an amendment, in which it re-
quests the concurrence of the Senate:

S. 1466. An act to authorize the Director of
the United States Geological Survey to es-
tablish a regional program to assess, mon-
itor, and benefit the hydrology of saline
lakes in the Great Basin and the migratory
birds and other wildlife dependent on those
habitats, and for other purposes.

At 3:09 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Alli, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House agreed to the
amendment of the Senate to the bill
(H.R. 7535) to encourage the migration
of Federal Government information
technology systems to quantum-resist-
ant cryptography, and for other pur-
poses.

At 4:26 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Alli, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House agreed to the
amendment of the Senate to the bill
(H.R. T776) to provide for improvements
to the rivers and harbors of the United
States, to provide for the conservation
and development of water and related
resources, and for other purposes, with
an amendment, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate.

The message also announced that the
House has agreed to the following con-
current resolution, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H. Con. Res. 121. Concurrent resolution di-
recting the Clerk of the House of Representa-
tives to make a correction in the enrollment
of the bill H.R. T776.

———

MEASURES DISCHARGED PETITION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with chapter 8 of title 5, United States
Code, hereby direct that the Senate Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor and Pen-
sions be discharged from further consider-
ation of S.J. Res. 60, a joint resolution pro-
viding for congressional disapproval under
chapter 8 of title 5, United States Code, of
the rule submitted by the Department of
Education relating to ‘‘Final Priorities, Re-
quirements, Definitions, and Selection Cri-
teria-Expanding Opportunity Through Qual-
ity Charter Schools Program (CSP)-Grants
to State Entities (State Entity Grants);
Grants to Charter Management Organiza-
tions for the Replication and Expansion of
High-Quality Charter Schools (CMO Grants);
and Grants to Charter School Developers for
the Opening of New Charter Schools and for
the Replication and Expansion of High-Qual-
ity Charter Schools (Developer Grants)’”’,
and, further, that the joint resolution be im-
mediately placed upon the Legislative Cal-
endar under General Orders.

Tim Scott, Mike Lee, Tom Cotton, Dan
Sullivan, Rick Scott, John Kennedy,
Kevin Cramer, Tommy Tuberville,
Shelley Moore Capito, Thom Tillis,
Marco Rubio, Mike Braun, Mike
Rounds, Mitt Romney, John Cornyn,
John Thune, Richard Burr, Ron John-
son, Mitch McConnell, Lindsey Gra-
ham, John Barrasso, Cynthia M. Lum-
mis, James Lankford, Ted Cruz, Joni
Ernst, Steve Daines, Jerry Moran,
John Boozman, Todd Young, Cindy
Hyde-Smith, Rob Portman, Marsha
Blackburn, Bill Cassidy, Bill Hagerty.
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